
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Friends 
 

We have so missed gathering together for worship at our beloved St Giles building!  The good 
news is that we are now making tentative steps to re-launch public worship there after so 
many weeks of lockdown.  The PCC met on Mon 7th July to discuss these plans carefully.  Our 
aim is to Start Small and Start Safe, following Government and Church of England guidance 
and with a thorough risk assessment in place.   
 

Our plan is to begin with one Sunday Service a week in the building at 10.30 am, starting from 
Sunday 26th July.  We will keep our plans under constant review for everyone’s safety. Please 
be aware that, should Government or Church of England guidance change, we may need to 
alter our start date and/or worship arrangements. 
 

To maintain safe social distancing, we will be limited to just 20 seating places in our building.  
To avoid disappointment and queues for services, we will be operating a Booking System.  
More details about this are given below.  Please be aware that you will need to book a place 
to attend a service.  It will be a real joy to be able to gather together again for worship, even 
in a gradual way.   Coronavirus is still in the general population so we can’t guarantee a risk-
free environment but we will do our utmost to make attendance at St Giles as safe as possible. 
 

What will the 10.30 am Sunday Service be like? 
We have chosen to hold the service at 10.30 am to allow us enough time to do all the 
necessary hygiene and livestreaming preparation prior to people arriving.  Doors will open 
from 10.00 am to allow those attending to arrive gradually, avoiding congestion at the entry 
point.  Music will be playing as you arrive to create an atmosphere of worship.  Safe, socially 
distanced seating will be clearly marked in green.  Hand sanitiser will be available for use as 
you come in, or you may prefer to bring your own.  A Welcomer will be on hand to assist you. 
 

Our schedule at the moment is as follows: 
Sunday 26th July:  A Service of the Word (no Holy Communion) 
Sunday 2nd August:  A Service of Holy Communion (priest only consuming the Communion 
elements on behalf of everyone) 
Sunday 9th August and following:  Service of Holy Communion with distribution of Communion 
in one kind (wafer only) for those who would like to receive. 
 

How do I book a place to attend a service? 
You can book by phone or by email.  To book by phone, please call Rev. Gail on 024 7664 5030 
(except Fridays).  To book by email, please send your request to 
revgailvicar.stgiles@gmail.com and wait for confirmation of your place.  If all available spaces 
are taken for that week, we will offer a place at the next available service.  A certain number 
of spaces will be reserved for phone bookings only, for those who do not have access to email.  
You will only be able to book for one service at a time.  Bookings will open from Monday of 
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each week for the following Sunday.  Please bear with us as we trial this system.  We will 
adapt as necessary as we go along. 
 

Will we be able to sing? 
Sadly not yet!  There are still concerns about a higher risk of Covid 19 aerosol spread through 
communal singing.  However, we will have worship music playing before and after the service 
and during the distribution of Communion. 
 

How will we join in the service? 
Safety advice is not to use hymn books or service sheets.  The service material will be 
projected onto the screen.  The powerpoints used will also be available to download from our 
website (stgileschurch exhall.info). You may like to print a copy off at home and bring it along 
to the service for your own use, particularly if you have difficulty reading from the screen. 
 

Should I wear a face covering? 
Government guidance has changed this week to make the wearing of face coverings 
compulsory in shops as of Fri 24th July.  This may also become compulsory in places of worship.  
As such, we would recommend bringing and wearing a face covering when you attend a 
service at St Giles.  Evidence suggests that wearing a face covering does not protect you. 
However, if you are infected but have not yet developed symptoms, it may provide some 
protection for others you come into close contact with.  Please bring your own face covering 
and wear it to help us all feel safer in returning to worship in the church building.  
 

Will the service be livestreamed? 
Yes.  We are hoping to livestream the service via Facebook live.  This means people can join 
in from home, either simultaneously or at a later time. 
 

What about receiving Holy Communion? 
This will be possible for those attending from Sunday 9th August.  In accordance with current 
Church of England Guidance, Communion is to be received in one kind only (wafer).  
Welcomers will indicate when you should come forward to receive, to maintain safe 
distancing.  The altar rail and kneelers will not be in use.  We will stand to receive, with normal 
wheelchair access also being available.  If you have limited mobility and would prefer to 
receive sitting in your place, please just indicate to Rev. Gail or a Welcomer.  Rev. Gail will say 
the words of distribution to the whole congregation prior to distribution rather than speaking 
these over individuals.  She will also wear a face shield. Receiving Communion is a matter of 
personal choice.  You should not feel under any pressure to receive if you do not feel ready 
to do so.  We will share the Peace without physical contact from our marked seating. 
 
Can I come to St Giles if I am 70 or over and/or in the clinically vulnerable category? 
Yes, but please follow all medical and Government advice around your own particular 
circumstances.  We want to facilitate opportunities to worship in the building for all those 
who wish to do so.  It will be for each individual to weigh up the potential benefit against the 
potential risk.  Please do not feel under any obligation to attend services in the building if you 
do not yet feel ready to do so.  If chatting things through would help, please call Rev. Gail or 
one of the Churchwardens Team. 
 
Can children and young people attend? 
Children and young people are very welcome to attend services.   Those under 16 must be 
accompanied by an appropriate adult.  Please book a place for each member of your 



household who intends to come.  Sadly, for safety reasons we will not be able to have any 
shared resources available for children to use or play with.  We will adjust seating 
arrangements so that parents/carers can sit with their children. 
 

What if I’m not feeling well? 
Please do not attend services if you are feeling unwell and particularly if you have any Covid 
19 symptoms (a new persistent cough, a fever, or loss of taste or smell).  Please do not attend 
if you or any member of your immediate household or ‘bubble’ tests positive for Covid 19 or 
displays symptoms, or if you have been instructed to self-isolate. 
 

What if I feel unwell after attending a church service? 
If you, or other members of your household or ‘bubble’, develop Covid 19 symptoms after 
you have attended at church, please inform Rev. Gail (07869 395980) or one of our Church 
Wardens (Neva Khan:  07496 859598 or Denise Crampsie:  07952 267685).  Seek medical 
advice.  Follow the Government’s Test, Track and Trace instructions and do not attend 
services in the building again until you are sure you have tested negative. 
 

Following Government guidance, a secure record of those attending services will be kept for 
21 days after each service for Test, Track and Trace purposes if needed.  The booking system 
will assist us in this.  This information will not be used for any other purpose.  A Privacy Notice 
relating to the use of this data is included in our postal mailing and on the website. 
 

Can I sit with a member of my own household? 
Please only do so if this maintains appropriate social distancing from others.  If in doubt, only 
use the indicated safe seating places.  You will need to book for each person planning to 
attend. 
 

Will Zoom Services continue? 
Yes.  We will continue to hold weekly Zoom Communion services, moving to a new time of 
4.30 pm as of Sunday 26th July.  Tuesday Zoom Night Prayer and Reflection will also continue 
at 7 pm.  The service in the church building will be livestreamed via Facebook Live.  If you are 
a regular Zoomer, you may like to consider continuing to worship in that way to free up 
worship spaces in the church building for those who cannot otherwise access services. 
 

Can I bring offering envelopes or make a cash offering in church? 
Thank you so much for continuing to give towards the life and ministry of St Giles. This is more 
vital than ever with the impact of Covid 19.   It is still possible for us to receive donations in 
cash, particularly if you are unable to Gift Aid your donations.  However, if at all possible, 
please consider giving by cheque, standing order or bank transfer, particularly if you do Gift 
Aid your donations.  Contact our Treasurer, Stephen Carter on 02476 312831 for more advice.  
If you have sealed yellow envelopes or cash donations, please place these in a clean plastic 
bag or large envelope and place in the box provided at church when you attend a service.   
 

Thank you for taking this guidance on board and apologies if it makes attending a service 
sound rather like a military exercise!  We care about you and our community and want to 
make sure we make our services at St Giles as safe and sustainable as possible. 
 

YOU CAN ALSO HELP US BY FILLING IN THE ENCLOSED QUESTIONNAIRE 
GOD BLESS AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU  

WHEN YOU FEEL READY TO RETURN! 


