
 
 
 

Dear Friends of St Giles 
 

I hope this letter finds you keeping safe and well and managing to stay cool in the summer 
heatwave we’re experiencing at the moment!  As you’ll be aware, many of the legal 
restrictions relating to the Covid 19 pandemic were lifted by the government on 19th July 
2021.  However, with infection rates still rising, and likely to increase further as people step 
into newfound freedoms, it seems advisable to continue to proceed with caution, 
especially to protect the most vulnerable members of our church and community. 
 

The Standing Committee of the PCC at St Giles met shortly after the latest Church of 
England guidance was issued, in light of the lifting of legal restrictions, to discuss the 
arrangements and precautions which might work best in our own particular setting.   We 
wanted to let you know what measures will be in place for the 10.30 am Service of Holy 
Communion which will continue to be our main service until at least the end of August.  
 

Hands, Face and Space 
We want to allow people time to adjust gradually to the changes in legislation, offering 
reassurance and building confidence, especially for those who may be returning to 
worship in the St Giles building for the first time since we went into lockdown back in 
March 2020.  We are therefore taking a slow and steady approach to changes in our current 
worship arrangements. 
 

HANDS:  We’ll continue to provide hand sanitiser for people to use on entering and leaving 
the building and during the distribution of Holy Communion.  We would encourage people 
to continue to make use of this, especially at the receiving of Communion where there is 
hand to mouth contact. 
 

FACE:  Though not mandatory, we would encourage as many as possible to continue to 
wear face masks during the service as a precaution.  These can be removed once we move 
outside.  However, if for health or other reasons, wearing a mask for the length of a service 
is not viable, please do still feel welcome and encouraged to attend in person if you’d like 
to. 
 

SPACE:  We will continue to keep our doors open during services to provide good 
ventilation.  There is no longer a need to book to attend, please feel free to just come 
along.  We will keep some measure of social distancing by encouraging people to sit in 
every other pew (marked by green ticks) and to sit with their own household or others 
they have been mixing with more regularly. 
 
Can we sing??! 
Congregational singing is now permitted and many of us will be longing to get our vocal 
chords back in action in our worship!  Again, we want to take a gradual approach in light 
of the risks this may still pose.  As a precaution, we’ll begin by singing from behind our 
masks.  The choir or worship band will continue to lead our singing (unmasked) so if you 
prefer to just listen, that’s fine! 
 

 

St Giles Reuniting! 

‘“Everything is permissible for me” – 
but not everything is beneficial.’ 

                           1 Cor. 6: 12 



 
 
What about receiving Holy Communion? 
 
We will continue to distribute Holy Communion in one kind only initially.  From Sunday 1st 
August Jo, our Curate, will assist in the distribution so that we can operate two 
Communion stations simultaneously.  From Sunday August 8th, we’ll begin to offer the 
opportunity to receive Communion in both kinds for those who wish to do so.  The method 
advised in the guidelines is for the priest (or other Communion assistant) to dip the wafer 
into the wine before offering it to the person receiving.  In this way, the bread and the 
wine are distributed and received simultaneously.  This is an approach we have successfully 
used before at St Giles during the pandemic period.  Those who would prefer to receive in 
one kind only will still be able to do so. 
 

Will there be refreshments after the service? 
 

We’re all longing to get back to a coffee (or tea!), chat and good old catch up after the 
service.  Our Churchwardens and their support team are working towards this so we can 
resume serving refreshments some time in August.  If you’re able to and would like to be 
part of the refreshments team, please do let them know. 
 

Will the service still be on offer through Livestream and Zoom? 
 

Yes indeed!  We will continue to offer these options to allow as many as possible to access 
our services. 
 

Book the date – Sunday August 15th! 
Jen’s final official working Sunday with us in her role as Children’s and Families’ 
Development worker at St Giles will be an All Age Service at 10.30 am on Sunday 15th 
August.  Though we’re really sad Jen will no longer be working in this role, we’re delighted 
that she and the family will continue worshipping with us at St Giles and remain very much 
part of our church family.  We want to wish Jen every success and God’s richest blessing 
as she steps into a new career in teaching and early years education.  During the service 
on Sunday 15th August, we’ll be celebrating and giving thanks for all Jen’s wonderful 
ministry amongst us.  To show our deep appreciation for all the fabulous work Jen has 
done, we’re preparing gifts for her from the church family.  We’ll also be holding a ‘Bring 
your own picnic’ after the service in the St Giles Meadow as a longer opportunity for folk 
to wish Jen well in her latest adventure!  If the weather is not so kind on the day, still bring 
your own picnic and we’ll take cover in the Main Hall! 
 

Over the summer period, we’ll be reviewing our service pattern to see how we best move 
forward from autumn onwards.  Please do be in touch with me to share any thoughts you 
may have about this.  It will be good to hear from as many as possible so we can discern 
together how God is leading us out of lockdown and into the good future he always has in 
store for us. 
 
With my love and prayers 

 
Rev. Gail 
 
 
 
 
 


