
  

  

 

St Giles Church 

Together in Spirit on 

Sunday 28th 2021 

 

 

Palm Sunday – triumphant return? 

We’re hoping Palm Sunday this year (March 28th) will not only mark the triumphant 

arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem but also the return of the church family to St Giles. 

After lengthy discussions and thorough examination of the lockdown rules, the 

PCC has tentatively decided to make Palm Sunday the day we can make a physical 

return to our church and begin limited public worship. 

We won’t be completely back to ‘normal’. We will have a booking system in place 

as we did last year and we will be maintaining all social distancing and mask-

wearing rules BUT it’s a start! 

In the words of the Government we plan to follow ‘the data not the date’ but we 

are praying that we can soon be together again. 

Until then, our 10.30am and 4.30pm services will remain via Zoom and via 

livestream and we will keep you updated. 

 

 

 

 



 

Private Prayer for Holy Week 

Holy Week is important as it reminds Christians of God's sacrifice of his son and 

God's love for his people so Rev Gail is planning a rolling programme of private 

prayer in St Giles Church. 

We can learn much about Jesus through the last week of his life which takes us 

from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday and celebrates God raising his son Jesus from 

the dead as well as the destruction of the power of sin and death forever. 

If you want to learn more about of Holy Week visit www.cosswalk.com which 

concisely explains the purpose of Holy Week and the significance of each of the 

days. 

  

Palm Sunday (Passion Sunday) 

Holy Monday and Holy Tuesday. 

Holy Wednesday (Spy Wednesday) 

Maundy Thursday. 

Good Friday. 

Holy Saturday (Black Saturday) 

Easter Vigil. 

Easter Day. 

 

 

Home Group Lent Journey 

On March 2nd our Tuesday night virtual home group starts a Lent series, which 

is a continuation of our Stewardship Campaign using some Giving in 

Grace material.  This takes us through the book of Exodus - very apt for the 

moment as we are all walking through something of a wilderness!  You might 

like to read through the whole book of Exodus as part of the Lent journey and 

the Giving in Grace material is available by clicking here. If you’re not already 

part of the home group and would like to be, please click here to email Rev Gail 

and you’ll be added to the list for the Zoom invitation.  

 

 

Bible readings for this week 

 

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/easter/what-is-holy-week.html
https://mcusercontent.com/3d173536b027d4c7f67e9402d/files/f6809115-5868-4123-992f-006ee231413f/exodus_bible_study.01.pdf
mailto:revgailvicar.stgiles@gmail.com


 

Mark 8: 31- 38 

Jesus predicts his death 

He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must 

be killed and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took 

him aside and began to rebuke him. 

But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. ‘Get behind me, 

Satan!’ he said. ‘You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 

concerns.’ 

The way of the cross 

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: ‘Whoever wants to 

be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 

whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for 

the gospel will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit 

their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? If anyone is ashamed 

of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be 

ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.’ 

 

 



 

Other suggested readings for this week are: 

Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-18 

Psalm 22: 23 - end 

Romans 4: 13 - end 
  

 
 

  

 

Prayers for our church, our parish and our world 

 

 

Pray that, as we look towards the end of lockdown, the Church will continue to be 

a beacon of light in the community. Pray for wisdom and strength for all involved 

in ministry. 

Wednesday 3rd March is World Wildlife Day. Pray for the care and protection of all 

God’s creatures that help to make up the created beauty of our world. 

Pray that we might live by the golden rule, treating others how we would like to be 

treated, rooted in an attitude of love. 

Give thanks that the number of sick are finally going down and pray for all NHS 

staff who have been badly affected by this pandemic, that they may find peace. 

Pray for those known to us who are in need of help and assurance that they may 

know that God loves them. 

  

Make us worthy, Lord, 

To serve our fellow men and women 

Throughout the world who live and die 

In poverty or hunger. 

Give them, through our hands 



 

This day their daily bread, 

And by our understanding love. 

Give peace and joy 

Mother Teresa 

 

 

 

Collect for the second Sunday of Lent 

Almighty God, 

By the prayer and discipline of Lent 

May we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings, 

And by following in his Way 

Come to share in his glory; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

Please keep in touch! 

The Parish Office is closed (again!) but Penny is still working so please contact her 

via email with your news, queries or requests 

office@stgileschurchexhall.info  

 

In case of emergencies please contact Rev Gail on 024 7664 5030 or 07869 

395980 

 

Our website is updated regularly so please check in when you can 

www.stgileschurchexhall.info  
  

 

mailto:office@stgileschurchexhall.info
mailto:office@stgileschurchexhall.info
http://www.stgileschurchexhall.info/
http://www.stgileschurchexhall.info/

