
 

 

St Giles – Giving for Growth! 
Sunday 7th Feb (Second Sunday before Lent) 
 

Bible Readings:  Deuteronomy 15: 7 - 11     James 1: 19 - 27 
         Mark 12:  28 - 34 
 

Stewardship Campaign Series:  Episode 4 
The Greatest Commandment 

Giving as an expression of love 
 
This week brought with it the news that Captain Sir Tom Moore, at the age of 100 had sadly 
succumbed to Covid 19 after testing positive and battling with pneumonia.  There have rightly 
been countless tributes in his honour including a knighthood, an England cricket cap on his 
100th birthday, a number one hit and in his memory this week a national clap for Captain Tom 
and the NHS he did so much to support.   
 
Captain Tom inspired us all with his cheerful resilience and determination to do his bit despite 
the apparent obstacles of old age and physical frailty.  His spirit was so incredibly strong and 
what initially might have seemed a small offering – walking 100 laps of his garden to raise 
£1000 for NHS charities – multiplied to become a staggering legacy of almost £33 million 
donated to the NHS, as well as many more millions of hearts and lives worldwide encouraged 
and inspired by his example.   
 
Even after his death, the effect of his gift will continue to multiply exponentially, not just in 
monetary terms but much more in his legacy of character – a quality of character that simply 
offered what it could in love and generosity and captured a national heartbeat, unleashing so 
much other potential, a renewed sense of hope that we could all play our part, that we could 
all make a difference, whatever constraints we might face.  This was all the more astonishing 
because Captain Tom did not start out with the advantages of status, power, wealth, 
celebrity, youth or strong health – he simply gave who he was, as he was - his life experience, 
the opportunities available to him and the creative ways in which he could use those to 
maximum effect.  He may have walked with a zimmer, but he shimmered with an ordinariness 
made extraordinary by the spirit with which it was offered – a spirit of humility, thankfulness 
and fun.  He’ll be so fondly remembered as an unexpected hero of pandemic times. 
 
In a time of confusion, uncertainty, a time of travelling through unchartered waters, Captain 
Tom highlighted simple priorities, offering a much needed sense of fresh perspective and 
optimism.  In our gospel passage today, we find a spiritual seeker who is desperate to get to 
the heart of what is most important in life.  We’re told that this is a teacher of the law, a 
learned man, someone who was well versed in the 613 individual statutes in the Jewish 
religious law of the time as well as the debates, controversies and complexities which 
surrounded them.  Through this pandemic we’ve found ourselves at times struggling to get 
to grips with all the different and shifting restrictions and guidelines involved – from ‘Rule of 
Six’ to the ‘Tier System’, the difference between outdoor and indoor gatherings and many 
more.  This has been important in order to protect and enhance the safety of our 
communities.   
 

 

 

But in Jesus’ day, the religious complexities often seemed to lead to moral and spiritual 
stagnation, exclusion and a losing sight of the love and justice which were intended to 
underpin every aspect of life.  Religious laws were used as an excuse not to love, not to give, 
not to care.  In another encounter, Jesus pulls no punches with the teachers of the law and 
Pharisees who are meticulous in their tithing of spices, but seriously neglect matters of justice, 
mercy and faithfulness, who twist their giving to be a way out of caring for those most in 
need. 
 
Jesus draws together the two most fundamental aspects of the law, often now referred to as 
‘The Golden Rule’: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with 
all your mind and with all your strength’ and ‘Love your neighbour as yourself’.  Two now 
become one in a single commandment because the two are inextricably linked.  Our love for 
God is best demonstrated in our love for those around us and love for God will be the best 
inspiration and motivation for loving all people, even those we find it more difficult to get 
along with, because we recognise that they are made in God’s image and precious in God’s 
sight, no matter who they are. 
 
This Golden Rule must underpin our giving as well.  If we give without love then, as Paul later 
says in his first letter to the Corinthians, our giving will be jarring and discordant, like a gong 
or a clanging cymbal.  But the level and quality of our love is expressed through our giving – 
whether that’s the giving of money, which is certainly part of it, or whether it’s the giving of 
all that we are in other ways – our time, our skills, our thoughts, our participation, our prayers, 
our sharing of blessings received.  It’s estimated that Church of England volunteers alone give 
23 million hours of volunteer time each year in addition to their regular church activities.  
Were all these hours to be paid at just the minimum wage, that would be the equivalent of 
over 200 million pounds.  Imagine how this is multiplied as it includes countless other 
volunteers.  Much voluntary giving of time and expertise, whether in gardening, building 
maintenance or finance, in our own parish here at St Giles saves us expenditure we would 
otherwise have to make in these areas.   
 
People valuing and supporting the local church at the heart of the community by leaving 
legacies to St Giles in their wills continues to enable us to cover the cost of essential repairs 
and maintenance to our church building, such as the urgent repairs on our Bell Tower needed 
this year.   Others, pour time and energy into organising fundraising events through the year, 
such as our regular Church Bazaar or into pursuing grant funding for specific projects.  Many 
of our supplementary streams of income such as fundraising, fees and rental income have 
been severely affected by Covid 19 restrictions which has added to our financial deficit, but 
we are so thankful for all the generous investment in these kind of activities over the years 
which also serve as a blessing to the community in the way they bring people together, create 
spaces for cherishing and nurturing our community,  and build positive collective memories 
to treasure across many generations. 
 
These are all concrete expressions of love for God and our neighbour.  The more we give, the 
more we are able to demonstrate this love in very clear and practical ways.  In its 2009 report 
Giving for Life, the Church of England estimated an extra £300 million pounds could be 
generated for the work of mission if regular givers were able to increase their giving to 
represent at least 5% of their income.  This would release funds to ensure sustainable ministry 
to provide for the physical and spiritual care of elderly people, to fund more Children’s and 
Families’ and Youth Workers, develop more community projects, support mission in the 



 

 

workplace, and to ensure we are sharing the gospel in fresh and engaging ways as the church 
of the 21st century.  It’s important to recognise that this happens not so much through 
programmes but through people, which is why supporting the actual costs of people in 
ministry is so vital.  None of this is beyond our grasp in the grace of God whose generosity to 
us is at the heart of all that we give. 
 
Even as our Stewardship Campaign continues through this year, we recognise that these are 
strained and uncertain times for many.  In offering this preaching and teaching series on 
Giving for Growth and in sending out literature this last week to everyone on our Electoral 
Roll, we have wanted to ensure that people who already care so much about our church and 
our community are aware of our current financial circumstances and have enough 
information to make their own prayerful response.  Our aim is not to put people under 
pressure, but to offer an opportunity for a review of our giving, in its widest sense, so that we 
can remain active in our love for God and neighbour in the here and now and for generations 
to come.  Thank you so much for the part you are already playing in that, for the very generous 
and encouraging responses there have already been to what we have shared with you.  As we 
continue to pray and to review our stewardship to release more of the abundant resources 
God has made available to us, we trust that God will continue to provide all that we need 
according to his riches in glory to make his love known and felt by every person in Exhall and 
Ash Green.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


