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Front Cover :    Parish Pump 
Back Cover:     Party in the Park Poster 

St Giles’ Parish Church, Exhall -  www.stgileschurchexhall.info 
The Parish Office at St Giles’ Church Hall, St Giles’ Road, Ash Green, CV7 9GZ 

Telephone/answerphone: 024 7636 8008 
 

Office email:  office@stgileschurchexhall.info 
The Parish Office is open Tuesday to Thursday, 9.30 am to 1.30 pm. 

Sunday Worship 
8am  Holy Communion 
9.30am  Holy Communion (sung)  
11.30am All Age Service (Baptisms usually on 3rd Sunday) 
5.30pm   Evening Prayer (Sung Eucharist on 1st Sunday) 

 

Weekday Services 
8am   Morning Prayer (daily except Friday) 
10am   Holy Communion (Wednesdays) 

 

Other Useful Information 
Ministry to the sick and housebound 
  We are always pleased to visit, at home or in hospital.  But we need to know  
  who would welcome a visit. Contact  the office on (024) 76 368008.  
 

Sunday School  
  This is now incorporated into the 11.30am service, which is always family friendly. 
  Every 2nd Sunday, the service includes ‘Busy Little Fingers’, a programme of   
  exciting mixed activities for children.  
 

Christenings and Weddings 
  Enquiries should be made to  the office (024) 76 368008.  
 

Bereavement and funerals 
  We will always take funerals for anyone in the parish, either at church or at   
  the crematorium. Our new burial ground, St Giles' Meadow is now in use as   
  well. Enquiries should be made to the office (024) 76 368008.  
 

  The Bereavement Drop-In is open on alternate Thursdays in the Small Hall. Please 
  contact Sue Barnes on 07946 051122. 
 

Foodbank Do you know someone in need of a helping hand?  St Giles’ is part of    
   the local (Bedworth) Foodbank.  It’s quick, simple and anonymous.  
   Contact the office for a voucher on (024) 76 368008.  
 
New members of any age are always welcome at the following: 
 Bell ringing  Practices on Thursdays 7.30-9pm (except 3rd Thursday) 
 Choir   Practices on Fridays at 7pm.   
 Worship Band  Practices on Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 
 



3 

 

Any news, reflections, stories, pictures, jokes or brainteasers  
to share within these pages? I’d love to have them!  Please email them to  

tinawatk1ns@btinternet.com or drop them into the parish office.   
The next magazine will be the Summer edition and the copy deadline date is 

Sunday 18th July. 
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St Giles’ Magazine was first published in April 1898 and is now in its 123rd year.  

Welcome to your June/July Magazine … 
 

At last, we are able to publicise some events where people are going to 
be able to get together IN PERSON!  All being well, and provided the 
Government’s road map regarding the lifting of Covid restrictions go 
ahead as planned, there are no fewer than three events happening in the 
St Giles community during June and July, including two fundraisers and 
one just for fun!  We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on 
one or more occasion and please pray for good weather for the outdoor 
events! 
   The Queen’s 95th birthday falls on 12th June, commemorated on the 
front page  by  a  beautiful  rose  bearing  her  name.   Happy birthday 
Your Majesty! 
   There will be no magazine in July—the next edition will be circulated in 
early August—plenty of time for you to get your articles together! 
 

Tina Watkins 
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With love from the Vicar . . .  
 
June 2021 is the month in which we wait with 
bated breath to see whether the gateway on the 
famous roadmap can open up as tentatively 
planned for the 21st!  Hopefully the partial lifting 
of restrictions on May 17th has afforded you some 
opportunities to see something more of family 
and friends and to have a hug!  For some though, 
there may be an increased sense of isolation as 
opportunities open up for many, but not 
necessarily for all.  We may still be feeling very cautious about social settings.  It 
may take us quite some time to rebuild confidence to go into gatherings we 
might not have had a second thought about in the past.  It’s important that we 
give ourselves time to adjust, particularly given the uncertainty around new 
variants and whether a complete lifting of restrictions will indeed be possible. 
   We’ve just celebrated Pentecost – often referred to as the birthday of the 
church.  Pentecost itself began from a place of waiting.  Waiting with prayer and 
with bated breath for God’s Holy Spirit to transform timid, frightened, uncertain 
followers of Jesus to step out and speak up with newfound confidence and 
boldness so that multitudes of people from all kinds of places, cultures and 
backgrounds could hear good news about the impact of Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection and realise that this news was not only for the select few, but for 
everyone.  They heard the news in their own languages, showing them that 
they were welcome and included in God’s gift of love to the world, that they 
could be part of the plan. 
   The waiting was certainly worth it!  It gave rise to the birth of the church – 
local and global. 
   As we wait, we are making tentative plans at St Giles.  We want this summer 
(lifting of Covid restrictions permitting) to be a season of ‘St Giles Reunited’.  
We’ll  continue  to  offer  the  opportunity  to gather in person at our main 
10.30 am Services of Holy Communion.  Hopefully booking can become a thing 
of the past and we can open up for larger numbers of people!  Our aim is to 
reunite across all the different generations and groups across St Giles as a 
beginning.  It’s an opportunity to regather and rebuild our confidence and re-
establish those relationships, catching up with folk we’ve so missed seeing week 
by week. 
   We’re also tentatively planning some social and community events to help get 
us back together again, like Party in the Park on Saturday July 17th.  Do book the 
date in your diary! 
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Saturday 26th June from 2.00 pm 
  

 

Raffles will be drawn at 2.30 pm 
on the drive of 3 St Giles Road (Lychgate Cottage) 

 

Tickets available in advance from Kim at the above address 
 

Stalls selling knitted goods, children’s books  
and dog/cat treats 

 

Cupcakes, sweets and refreshments available  
for a small donation 

 

Come along, try your luck and support two great causes  
who are struggling through these difficult times! 

Our new Curate, Jo Parker, will also be joining us in July following her ordination 
as Deacon on Sunday July 4th.  If you’d like to send an ordination or welcome 
card for Jo, please put these through to the Vicarage (36 St Giles Rd, CV7 9HA) 
and I can pass them on.  Jo will have her first Sunday with us on July 10th and will 
be preaching for us then.  Our Party in the Park will be a great opportunity to 
welcome her and for her to get to know more people.  We’ll keep you posted! 
 

Stay safe and well and do be a part of the summer season of St Giles Reunited! 
 

With every blessing 

Gail 
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Jen’s Page 

For all of the upheaval and changes we have 
experienced this year, it’s absolutely bonkers to see 
how fast this year is going! As we move into June 
and the beginnings of summer, we are continuing to 
move forward in a gentle way in our Children’s and 
Families’ work.  
   This month we are very excited to be able to have 
our Playgroup back together on Thursday 27th May. This is an initial trial 
session which will be taking place in the St Giles’ Meadow, near the Miners 
Memorial. We hope that this session will prove successful and that we will be 
able to continue moving forward in our plans to meet as we move into the 
summer. Our biggest challenge at the moment is our Playgroup Team. To bring 
our group back regularly, we are in need of some help and would be really 
thrilled if anyone is able to offer some time on a Thursday morning, however 
regularly. Please get in touch with me on jenwatson.stgiles@gmail.com if you 
are able to help! If you would like more information on the playgroups, please 
find St Giles Church Exhall Playgroup on Facebook. 
   This month we are thrilled to be taking ‘Bun Day’ on tour to one of our local 
parish schools. Every year some of the schools in Bedworth celebrate Bun Day – 
or Founders Day—and take a look at the life of Nicholas Chamberlaine. Nicholas 
Chamberlaine did lots of wonderful things for the people of Bedworth and left 

some money in a charity to help local people, which is 
still around today! This year Rev Gail and I are taking 
the celebrations to St Giles’ Junior School with the 
hopes that we can introduce some more of our parish 
schools next year. The reason we are including our 
parish schools is because Exhall Parish falls into the ‘Old 
Urban District of Bedworth’ and we are really happy to 
be able to celebrate together as a wider area. 
   We enjoyed our monthly Happy Hearts and Minds 
service again this month where we had a look at 
Pentecost and what it is all about! Joined by some of 
our church families, the wonderful worship band and 
some friends on Facebook Live, we were able to look at 
the meaning of Pentecost, pray together and create a 
wonderful Pentecost Prayer Chain! The Prayer Chain 
has gone up in the church building, I wonder if you have 
spotted it on the live stream services? Our next Happy 

mailto:jenwatson.stgiles@gmail.com
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Hearts and Minds service will be on Sunday 27th June at 2pm and we would love 
for you to join us either in person or online. Please get in contact with Jen to 
book a space at the service! 

If you tuned in to Happy Hearts and 
Minds or church at Pentecost, you 
might have noticed some ‘Cheeky 
Pandas’ around the place! These 
lovely pandas have come to stay 
with us at St Giles and will be 
around, helping us with our prayers 
and other activities in Happy Hearts 
and Minds. During half term, we will 
have a ‘Cheeky Pandas Prayer Trail’ 
in our churchyard for you to come 
and enjoy. There are 11 different 
panda stations with a thought, 
question or prayer on each one. 
There is also a QR link if you should 
want to delve into the message on 
each station further! The trail will be 
up from Saturday 29th May until 
Sunday 6th June. We hope that 
even if you don’t currently have 
children in your household, you also 

might enjoy wandering and wondering along with the pandas, everyone is 
welcome to come along.  
   Finally we would like to say a huge well done to our lovely friend Bradley for 
creating such an amazing piece of artwork for his school’s Stations of the Cross 
art competition. Bradley’s entry was chosen as 
one of the winners and we can definitely see why! 
The station he chose was ‘Denial’ and as you’ll be 
able to tell, Bradley did a lot of research and put a 
fantastic amount of effort into creating this 
wonderful piece! Congratulations on being chosen 
as a winner Bradley and thank you so much to 
mum Leanne for sharing this picture of his work 
with us!  
See you soon, 

Jen 
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Thought for the Month 

We are sailing… 
 

At the time of writing we have just entered the next stage out of lockdown and 
we are also approaching Pentecost; both events give us cause to celebrate and 
are in effect life changing. For some reason they both made me think about 
sailing! It’s not a pastime I am really familiar with and I probably wouldn't 
entertain it gladly, however it came to mind that there are many similarities 
between sailing and life and the Christian life in particular. I would be very 
surprised if there was anyone who has sailed through the past year or so on 
perpetual calm seas with blue skies. The waters have certainly been very 
choppy at times and many storms have arisen to knock us off course. 
   I guess some of you on reading the title of these musings immediately thought 
of the song made famous in 1975 by Rod Stewart. It contains the words, “I am 
sailing home again across the sea… I am sailing stormy waters to be near you, to 
be free…Can you hear me? Through the dark night, far away I am dying, forever 
crying to be with you, who can say?” We may even have echoed some of those 
thoughts during lockdown but did you know it also prays at the end, “Oh, Lord, 
to be near you, to be free?” Quite profound. 
   However the following prayer is much more encouraging. (I may even have 
shared it with some of you already.) 
   And then “Jesus be the 
centre” that lovely modern 
hymn by Michael Frye came to 
mind. It contains the words, 
“Jesus, be my vision, be my 
path, be my guide …Be the fire 
in my heart, be the wind in 
these sails, be the reason that I 
live Jesus, Jesus.” Dare I say it’s 
much better than Rod Stewart’s 
song because it tells us that 
Jesus is always near? When we 
make sure He is at the centre of 
our lives we will often find that 
the storms are stilled and the 
waters are calm once more. 
   At Pentecost we are reminded why we ask Jesus to be the wind in these sails. 
It was then that the disciples experienced the strong and powerful wind of the 
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Nature Notes 
These nature notes are dedicated to the memory of the late  

Mr Norman Edmonds, Local Historian, Naturalist and well respected Ash Green 
School Master.  Mr Edmonds wrote a page in the Church Magazine for               

30 years, and I humbly try to follow in his footsteps. 

A million people took part in the RSPB big garden bird watch this year—more 
than ever. 
   The ten top birds are:    house sparrow,  blue tit, starling, blackbird, wood 
pigeon, robin, great tit, gold finch, magpie, long tailed tit. 
   The pair of tawny owls are still resident in my owl box but no sign of any young 
ones yet.   These birds are very territorial and may only venture half a mile from 
their nesting site. 
   The two regular foxes have produced three very lively cubs, and they have 
soon started to come for their supper.  At first the vixen fed them, then she 
carried food to them, now they come and help themselves.    They love to play 
and fight on the lawn, and are now a family of five. 
   I did a bird watch in the churchyard and the meadow recently and counted a 
total of 14 species. These included chaffinches, blackbirds, wrens and 
goldfinches.  No swallows yet—must be too cold—very few insects. 
   I found a wren’s nest in the wooden power box outside my greenhouse.  The 
nest was right next to the power plug, so she would have the benefit of central 
heating! One of the drawbacks of feeding the birds is that the sparrow hawk 
makes  regular visits.  So far this year we have had at least five piles of pigeon 
feathers on the lawn- but that’s nature. 

Stella Bunting 

Holy Spirit. It was a wind that swept them out into the streets of Jerusalem to 
show that their new courage was due to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit of 
God. We all need the breath of God within us, giving us life in all its abundance, 
making us fit for purpose, encouraging us and giving us strength and 
inspiration. We need to set our sails to the wind of the Spirit. The power that is 
given to us will seep into every part of our lives and equip us to meet every 
change and challenge. Let us make it our prayer to ask for a fresh outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit and be ready to act on His prompting. 
 

Happy sailing! God Bless, Chris  



10 

 

Friends of St Giles Meadow 
 
I’m sure that during the restrictions of 
the past year many of you will have 
enjoyed getting out into your local green 
space. For some of you that will have 
meant taking a walk through St Giles 
Meadow, our parish burial space across Bell Drive from the church. The 
Meadow was a gift to the church and is looked after by a group of volunteers 
from the church community. It has always been our aim to create a beautiful, 
natural space where wildlife can thrive and people, whether visiting a loved 
one’s grave or simply going for a walk, can  benefit  from  its  peaceful, 
attractive environment.  
   When the meadow was first established the Woodland Trust donated a large 
number of young trees and hedgerow plants for us to plant along the boundary 
and these have done really well. It has been lovely to see the trees beginning to 
form an attractive boundary with many Willow having a good show of catkins 
this spring. Where trees had to be removed when the initial work was done, 
they were replaced and at the Bell Drive entrance there are two trees marking 
the gateway, a Rowan and a Cherry. These provide colour at different times of 
the year.  

The meadow is mown once each year to 
allow wild flowers to grow and create 
wonderful summer colour and this in turn 
attracts insects and birds. We hope to 
develop the borders along the hedges and 
fences. Foxgloves have recently been 
planted and will hopefully make an 
attractive display in the summer. 

   The church has organised working parties to carry out maintenance work and 
volunteers undertake various tasks to keep the area tidy. This of course includes 
trying to reduce the amount of anti-social behaviour that many of you will be 
aware takes place in the car park. More developments are planned to tackle this 
in the near future.  
   The Meadow Group of volunteers would love to welcome others from the 
church family and the local community to support the work of caring for St Giles 
Meadow and so have decided to establish “The Friends of St Giles Meadow”. 
The idea is to enlist the support of individuals who care for our lovely open 
space by enabling them to be informed of what is happening in the Meadow 
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and giving them the opportunity to perhaps join in our working party events. As 
a “Friend” an individual would be kept up to date with a newsletter and get 
information about events that they might wish to help with. It would also 
provide a channel for them to share ideas, concerns or even records of wildlife 
they have seen.  
   If you think you would be interested in being a “Friend of the Meadow” look 
out for the invitation which will appear in our next edition of the parish 
magazine. We will also make invitations available via our website and provide 
hard copies in church. 
   Our next working party will take place on Saturday August 21st. Further details 
will be available later in the summer. 
 

Thank you for your support. 
St Giles Meadow Group 

Goodbye—sort of! 
 

As some of you may be aware, after some thirty-odd years of reader ministry I 
have decided that the time has come for me to retire. Those years have been 
wonderful years, full of memories and new experiences learned which have 
enabled me to grow in my own faith.  
   I have been so grateful over the years for your support and encouragement 
and of course for your love. My decision is tinged with sadness but the time is 
right for me and I know I have been, and of course still am, richly blessed. 
   I am not going anywhere and will still be around and hopefully I’ll see you 
sometime soon when everything gets back to normal. 

With love 
Hilary 

Dear Friends 
 
Thank you very much for the flowers, cards and 
best wishes on my 80th birthday.  I had a nice 
lunch with some friends.  I will be meeting up with 
family, hopefully in July, to celebrate—along with 
my brother’s Golden Wedding Anniversary. 

God Bless 
Rosemary Little 
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What does Santa do in the Summer? 
 

Our great-niece, Esther (10), was set this homework 
and we thought you would enjoy the story she wrote in 
response!                                Tina & Steve Watkins 
 

“Write a silly paragraph with a relative clause in each 
sentence about what Santa does in the Summer.” 
 

Father Christmas, who was a very nice man, was going 
on holiday. He was riding on his sleigh, that made a 
loud jingling noise with the reindeer bells, and was on his way to the airport. 
The airport was a rather large building and had a lot of people in it. When 
Santa finally got to get his seat, which took rather a long time, there was a very 
smiley lady, who was behind the screen. Father Christmas smiled at the lady, 
who was very nice, and she smiled back at him and said that he could have a 
free seat on the plane to Spain just because he was Father Christmas!  
   When Santa got onto the plane, which was very stuffy, he found that his seat 
was very near the front and also by a window! The lady, Santa thought had 
been very generous, was certainly very kind. Santa, whose eyes kept feeling as 
though they wanted to close, soon fell asleep in the warm plane while down 
below him, landscapes rushed past as the plane, which was going to fly for two 
hours straight, ploughed on through, above and below the clouds, that looked 
very white and fluffy on the bright, sunny day.  
   Father Christmas was woken up by a voice, which was loud enough for 
everyone to hear, announcing that they were about to arrive in Spain. He got 
off the plane, whose pilot was very good, and walked to his holiday home. He 
unpacked, which didn't take much time, and then decided to go down to the 
beach. He lay on the warm, golden sand in the sun, that had decided it would 
come out, and promptly fell asleep again.  
   The tide, which was coming in, crept closer and closer to him until it finally 
washed over his feet with an extra-large wave. Santa, who had been having a 
nice dream, woke up very suddenly. He saw the sea had come in quite far, and, 
feeling hot decided to have a bathe. So, he took off his clothes and jumped 
into the sea, which was rather cold, and had a very nice swim. For a few weeks, 
that were his holiday, Father Christmas kept on visiting the beach each day. 
Finally, it was time to go back to see his reindeer, who were being looked after 
by a friend. So he got back on the plane, which was still stuffy, and went back 
to the North Pole, his home, until it was time for his next holiday. 
 

The End 
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Life by the River Avon 
Stories - we all like a story so I thought I would pen  

some words about my life in Welford. 
 

Today is 13th May.   It is raining again, but there’s still a lot of activity on the 
river, the ducks have had their ducklings and it brings a smile as you watch their 
antics diving into the river’s edge. Mum soon finds them and encourages them 
to follow her.  A heron has come to visit, so serene and standing tall and still 
taking it all in.  Over the bridge the swan sits over four  eggs waiting for her 
cygnets to hatch. The swallows came ducking and diving and gave us a good 
acrobatic show of their abilities. 
   On Mike’s Anniversary, 10th May, the family 
came over and we went to the Bell pub in the 
village.  It started well with lovely sunshine, then 
in a flash, lightning and thunder, and wind that 
blew the parasols up and over the garden.  They 
had to close, so the meal we had ordered turned 
into a takeaway and we brought it home.  It was 
still delicious, the main point being we were all together and what could have 
been a negative turned into a positive outcome.  Then to top it off as we were 
eating a big strong rainbow stretched across the sky, in that rainbow is God’s 
promise of hope, need we say any more. 
   I have taken up swimming, no not as brave as my daughter Melanie in the 
river, but at a private swim school; the owner said you will find us, just turn left 
as you see Nemo hanging in the tree. 
   I have connected with St Peter’s Church in the village through Zoom, and they 
have made me very welcome.  The Curate came to visit yesterday, he offered 
wise words, take your time and wait for the Spirit to wash over you, as to what 
you do next. 
   I would like to say thank you to those who sent letters, cards and even visited 
my  lovely  home  by  the  River Avon;  it’s  lovely  to  connect with the folks of 
St Giles. 

To finish  
 

May Grace be the window through which a rainbow of love, hope and joy is 
shown in your life, and as we journey on may you see the light of God break 

into every moment. 
 

Every Blessing  
Jane Smith and Poppy xxx 
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Collyhurst Private  

Residential Care Home 
Have vacancies 

24 hour care with dignity. 
Linked to social service guidelines. 

Long term stays from £400 / Day care from £30 
024 7631 9092   www.collyhurst.info 

Skamps Pre-school Day Nursery offers full day care for babies from 6 
weeks to school age at St Andrews House, Smorrall Lane, Bedworth CV12 0JP 
 

 FREE 30 and 15 hour funding available 

 Restricted opening hours due to Coronavirus 8 am to 4 pm 
but earlier or later times are available subject to demand 

 Emergency cover and School Holiday cover available 

 Covid-19 safe premises—see Facebook and Website 
 

Please contact Gaynor 07714 326706 e-mail: g.powell7@ntlworld.com  
www.skampspreschooldaynursery.com  or find us on Facebook 

 

 

Mob: 07902 132453 email: kierangas@yahoo.co.uk 

 

IT Carpentry & Joinery 
 

 Internal & external projects 
 Repairs & maintenance 
 Quality workmanship 
 Experienced 
 Reliable & local 

 

   Call Ian Tough: mob 07748734541 

mailto:g.powell7@ntlworld.com
http://www.skampspreschooldaynursery.com
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Parent & Toddler Group 
    Calling all babies and toddlers! And their parents, 

grandparents and carers! Come and play for a hour and a 
half in lots of space, with our varied range of toys and      

activities, singing, snack time and just a place to hang out, relax and talk for a while.  
Every Thursday during term time in  

                    We are a positive, friendly, recreational 
dance school with a relaxed approach to 
classes. It is our promise to treat every child 

how we would want our own children to be 
treated, nurturing them, building their confidence and helping them to make friends in 
a social, fun environment while celebrating their success and achievements. 

  We currently have vacancies at St Giles Church Hall  
and Exhall Old School Community Centre. 

   For further information please contact www.leiversdance.co.uk, contact us on 
07929371749 or find us on Facebook by searching for Leivers Dance School. 

J E Hackett and Sons 
Independent family run funeral home 

established in 1922 by their 

Grandfather John Edward Hackett 
 

Let our Family Care for Yours 
 

Benefits of a Pre Paid Funeral Plan 
 

 Peace of mind for you and those you care about 

 Each plan is tailored to your own personal  

requirements 

 Your loved ones are spared much of the stress and worry 

 Allows you to put funds aside to cover the cost of a funeral at today’s 

prices 
 

 

93 Leicester Rd, Bedworth, CV12 8AH        024 76 313326 

Longford Bridge, Coventry, CV6 6BH         024 76 367149 
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Isla’s Kitchen 
 
Hello again!  In this month’s baking page we are 
going to be making banana muffins.  I found this 
recipe really enjoyable and quite easy to make.  I 
hope you like it too! 
 
 

Banana Muffins 
 

Ingredients 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Method 
 
 Start by heating your oven to 180 degrees in a fan assisted oven and lining a 

muffin tray with muffin cases. 

 First you need to melt your butter in a pan on a low heat, stirring when you 
need to.  Stir in the vanilla, eggs, mashed bananas and milk. 

 In a separate bowl, sift the flour in with the baking powder and caster sugar. 
 When you’ve done that roughly mix it all together well.  You can add any 

extras in here like chocolate or cinnamon! 

 Place the mixture into the cases and place in the oven for 20-25 minutes 
until deliciously golden brown.  Take them out to cool on a wire rack. 

 Enjoy with a glass of milk! 
 
See you next time! 
 

Isla 

75g butter 1 tsp baking powder 

125g caster sugar 2 very ripe bananas, mashed 

1 tsp vanilla extract 250g self-raising flour 

1 egg, beaten 60ml milk 
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Exhall Over 50s Club 
We’re a place to meet together, make friends and  

generally have a good time...  
We run a monthly buffet, a monthly pub lunch, 
occasional coach and theatre trips, and weekly 
table games, discussions, music and sing-alongs,        

bingo, a raffle, talks, demos, films  
and of course refreshments...   

We are a warm, friendly group  
always happy to  welcome new members!  

+ 

  Every Tuesday in St Giles Main Hall, 1-3pm.   
  Membership £12/year, sessions £2.   
Further info: Marion Biddle 024 7673 8883   

or  Joyce Downes 024 7631 7609 

Advertising in St Giles’ Parish Magazine is not expensive!  
A small advert costs only £100 (¼ page),  

£200 (1/2 page) or  £400 (full page)  
per calendar year (10 issues), or just £10, £20 or £40 per month.  

We print and sell 300 copies of each issue.  
More info:   Tina Watkins on 76645278/07905 297713  

or tinawatk1ns@btinternet.com 

Have you thought of using one of our  
Church Halls for your party,  

meeting or event?  
Or as a venue for a regular activity?  

 
Main hall seats 120 @ £15/hr 
Small hall seats 60 @ £10/ hr.  

Info and photos: www.stgileschurchexhall.info  
and click on church halls tab 

or speak to Tina Watkins on 07905 297713 
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Mothers Union Zoom Members’ Evening 12th May 2021 
 

The meeting was opened by Jane Hill President. 
   Whilst the last year has been a difficult one, MU has endeavoured to be active 
in numerous ways. Branches have been busy keeping in touch with members—
Zoom meetings, emails, telephone calls letters and cards have kept our 
members up to date. Our Spring Link Up is about to be published and a new 
publication from Mary Sumner House has been received by every member. 
    Within Canterbury Province, Jane has had regular meetings with Midlands’s 
region DPs and the Provincial President, Kathryn Anderson. Despite the 
restrictions, MU members have been active from home, with online parenting 
courses, webinars on “Praying with Purpose”, online campaigning against 
gender-based  violence,  raising  awareness  about  Modern  Slavery ... and 
much more. 
   We have had two Diocesan Festival Services. The Advent service in December 
2020 was recorded at St John’s Church Kenilworth. Trustees either sent their 
recording or went into church at set times and socially distanced recorded parts 
of the service.  The next service was Lady Day in March. Ann Gibbons with Rev 
Pam Gould and Lynda Howells put together a ‘said’ service, once again on Zoom.   
   Midday prayers have been broadcast for the first time, with staff and 
members leading them daily and Members from Australia to New York, South 
Africa to Edinburgh joining in. 
    We have 112 Diocesan Members who have also been receiving updates from 
Val Brant and they too have had a couple of Zoom Meetings. 
   Parenting groups are continuing on-line.  The key challenges parents have 
faced are loneliness and lack of confidence in their parenting abilities, all 
heightened by lockdown and the pressures of home schooling, whilst trying to 
juggle many other balls.  
   The parenting groups continue to offer a safe and non-judgemental setting for 
parents to connect and establish support networks. The skills they learn equip 
them with a toolkit of strategies that can be used in many ways to empower and 
build confidence.  There has been a surge in numbers wishing to engage in 
virtual groups and these will continue for the foreseeable future.  
   Our Indoor Members are still well looked after by Pauline Wilkes. At Easter all 
the ladies received a knitted cross, made by Diocesan members in Fillongley, 
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and a texted book mark, made by a Christian lady also in Fillongley, along with 
letters of Easter greetings from the World Wide President, and Jane. 
   Unfortunately, our prison work has been put on hold, but hopefully will 
resume soon.  
   Away from it All Holidays. Five holidays have been booked with Haven, two 
of which were postponed from earlier in the year. This has depleted our funds, 
which we need to replenish. 
 
The meeting continued with a presentation by Debbie Huxton who is a Modern 
Slavery Campaigner working with the Lichfield Diocese on Transforming 
Communities. She is now being funded by the Lichfield Diocese Mothers’ Union 
for two days a week to raise awareness of this problem. Modern Slavery is one 
of the fastest growing criminal activities in the world. Debbie gave advice on 
recognising the signs and how to go about reporting them.  We all have a 
responsibility to be aware of this problem, which is on our own doorstep.  WCC 
is one of the top councils making referrals in the UK. 

 Hope has two daughters; their names are Anger and Courage. Anger that 
things are the way they are, and Courage to see that they do not remain so. 

 

This is just a brief summary of our meeting and MU work, we must also 
emphasise that our work is all underpinned by Prayer. 
 

A prayer for Rebuilding Hope and Confidence 
We Walk in hope and confidence, 

Trusting each other, loving each other- 
And together we will rebuild the hope and confidence of families and 

communities everywhere- 
Always reaching forward as God’s hands and feet 

And reflecting a life filled with purpose and meaning, 
Grace and love, peace and joy. 

Amen 
Written by Sheran Harper, World Wide President. 

 

Afterthought: Has Covid 19 forced a rethink of what it means to be a member of 
MU?  “There’s no point in me joining, I can’t get to meetings” really isn’t 
relevant anymore. Fellowship meetings and praying and meeting together in the 
same space are important, but looking outwards, offering help and support to 
the community, raising funds from our neighbours as well as our members are 
too. 

Viv Hopkins  
Committee Member 
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SUPPORT  
ST GILES 
CHURCH 

COFFEE 
MORNING 

Please note: Though we are hopeful this event will take place,  
it cannot be guaranteed due to the unpredictable nature of COVID-19 

measures.  Therefore, tickets purchased are non-refundable and  
will be considered as a donation to St. Giles Church  

should the event not be possible. 

Saturday 3rd July 2021  
 

Tickets £5: 3 sessions of 1hr 30 mins each to meet 
with friends, safely maintaining social distancing. 

 
Session 1:  10am - 11.30am  (20 tickets) 
 

Session 2:  12 noon - 1.30pm  (20 tickets) 
    Bring your own lunch for this session! 
 

Session 3:  2pm - 3.30pm   (20 tickets) 
 

 
St Giles Church (Exhall) Small Hall 

St Giles Road, Ash Green, Coventry, CV7 9GZ 
 

Tickets available from  
Neva Khan (Churchwarden)  

Tel. 07496 858 598  
or at Sunday 10.30am 

Service 
 

Coffee/Cakes/Raffle 
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ST GILES PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (PCC)  
MEMBERSHIP 2021-22 

 
The St Giles Annual Parochial Church Meeting was held on 9th May at which 
the following PCC membership was elected for the year ahead. 
 
Ex-officio 
Rev Gail Phillip (Chair) 
John Owen (Readers’ Representative) 
Gwyneth Carter (Deanery Synod Representative) 
Viv Hopkins (Deanery Synod Representative) 
 
Elected Churchwardens 
Neva Khan 
Denise Crampsie 
 
Elected Members 
Susan Barnes 
Kate Coyle 
Joanne Evans 
Nicki Gardner 
Joyanne Grayson 
Rob Grayson 
James Harden 
Kathryn Unsworth 
Steve Watkins 
Tina Watkins (Lay Chair) 
Mandy Williams 
 
In attendance for reporting purposes only 
Muriel Ganley (Parish Safeguarding Officer) 
Jen Watson (Children & Families Development Worker) 
 
Honorary Members 
Stephen Carter (Honorary Treasurer) 
Carol Gough (Honorary PCC Secretary) 
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Funerals    In the valley of the shadow of 
death, I shall fear no evil, for you are with me.
(Psalm 23 verse 4) 
 
John Biddle, who died on 7th May aged 87 years 
Arthur Tew, who died on 15th May aged 87 years 
Arthur’s funeral will be held at St Giles on 
Wednesday 2nd June at 12 noon. 
 
We bid a fond farewell to both these beloved members of our St Giles 
Church family.  May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 
 

Weddings 
 
Harry Smith & Chelsea Hodgkins on Friday 21st May 
David Simpson & Danielle Tyler on Saturday 22nd May 
 
Please pray for Laura Hillary and Toby Fanning as they prepare for  
their wedding on 19th June. 

Charity 
 

Charity or love what’s in a name? 
The King James Bible translates them the same. 

Corinthians 13 tells the great theme 
Of love everlasting, everyone’s dream. 

 
Loved by all brides on their wedding day 

The verses they all want the preacher to pray 
The wonders of love that overrules all, 

That holds on believing whatever befalls. 
 

Love always trusting always prevails 
Enduring, protecting, love never fails. 

Faith hope and charity, virtues all three 
But love is the greatest and ever will be. 

 
By Megan Carter via Parish Pump 
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Ministry & Admin 
 

  Vicar        Gail Phillip    024 7664 5030 
              07869 395980 
  Wardens      Neva Khan   07496 859598 
         Denise Crampsie  07952 267685 
  Readers      John Owen   7636 6111 
         Chris Wilson   07717 523512 
  Administrator/Rotas   Penny Pallett   7636 8008 
  Bereavement  Drop-In   Sue Barnes   07946 051122 
  Children’s & Families’ Worker Jen Watson   07866 615873 
  Electoral Roll     Beryl Owen   7636 6111 
  Halls Bookings    Tina Watkins   7664 5278 
  Parish Magazine    Tina Watkins   7664 5278 
  Pastoral Care     Viv Hopkins   7664 5161 
  PCC Secretary    Carol Gough   7631 8219 
  PCC Treasurer & Gift Aid  Stephen Carter  7631 2831 
  Safeguarding     Muriel Ganley  07988 477659 
  Website      Gail Phillip   024 7664 5030  
              07869 395980 

       Church & Worship 
  Bell Ringing     Viv Hopkins   7664 5161 
  Brasses, Care Home Services Chrissie Hughes  7631 5468 
  Choir/Organists    Henry Wagstaff  7664 5533 
         Kathryn Unsworth 7667 3325 
  11.30 Worship Band   Roy Edwards   7664 4916  
  Flowers in Church    Irene Prideaux  7636 1321 
  Prayer Chain     Chris Wilson    07717 523512 
  Verger      Mandy Williams  7633 7188 
   

Young People, Nurture & Discipleship 
  Home Groups & Emmaus  Gail Phillip   024 7664 5030 
              07869 395980 
  Thursday Toddler Group  Jen Watson   07866 615873 
 

Other Groups & Activities 
    
  Church Band     Chris Marlow   07940 581737 
  Cross Stitch     Ann Crutchlow  7631 3845 
  Drama Club     Tina Watkins   7664 5278 
  Food Bank     Alan Marshall  07809 203178 
  Hospice Coffee Morning  Chrissie Hughes  7631 5468  
  Mothers' Union     Mandy Williams   7633 7188 
  Over 50's Club    Marion Biddle  7673 8883 
  Green Genies     Robert & Jackie West 7636 2168 
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St Giles Church invites you  
to join us for a 

 

 

St Giles Recreation Ground 
(behind the large Church Hall) 

 

Saturday 17th July 
From 12.00 noon until 3.00 pm 

Fun rounders match 
Field a team of six or just join in on the day! 

 

Please bring 
your own picnic 
and something 

to sit on! 


