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Front Cover :    Parish Pump 
Back Cover:     Early Signs of Spring 

St Giles’ Parish Church, Exhall -  www.stgileschurchexhall.info 
The Parish Office at St Giles’ Church Hall, St Giles’ Road, Ash Green, CV7 9GZ 

Telephone/answerphone: 024 7636 8008 
 

Office email:  office@stgileschurchexhall.info 
The Parish Office is open Monday to Wednesday, 10.00 am to 12.00 noon. 

Sunday Worship 
8am  Holy Communion 
9.30am  Holy Communion (sung)  
11.30am All Age Service (Baptisms usually on 3rd Sunday) 
5.30pm   Evening Prayer (Sung Eucharist on 1st Sunday) 

 

Weekday Services 
8am   Morning Prayer (daily except Friday) 
10am   Holy Communion (Wednesdays) 

 

Other Useful Information 
Ministry to the sick and housebound 
  We are always pleased to visit, at home or in hospital.  But we need to know  
  who would welcome a visit. Contact  the office on (024) 76 368008.  
 

Sunday School  
  This is now incorporated into the 11.30am service, which is always family friendly. 
  Every 2nd Sunday, the service includes ‘Busy Little Fingers’, a programme of   
  exciting mixed activities for children.  
 

Christenings and Weddings 
  Enquiries should be made to  the office (024) 76 368008.  
 

Bereavement and funerals 
  We will always take funerals for anyone in the parish, either at church or at   
  the crematorium. Our new burial ground, St Giles' Meadow is now in use as   
  well. Enquiries should be made to the office (024) 76 368008.  
 

  The Bereavement Drop-In is open on alternate Thursdays in the Small Hall. Please 
  contact Sue Barnes on 07946 051122. 
 

Foodbank Do you know someone in need of a helping hand?  St Giles’ is part of    
   the local (Bedworth) Foodbank.  It’s quick, simple and anonymous.  
   Contact the office for a voucher on (024) 76 368008.  
 
New members of any age are always welcome at the following: 
 Bell ringing  Practices on Thursdays 7.30-9pm (except 3rd Thursday) 
 Choir   Practices on Fridays at 7pm.   
 Worship Band  Practices on Wednesdays at 7.30pm. 
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Any news, reflections, stories, pictures, jokes or brainteasers  
to share within these pages? I’d love to have them!  Please email them to  

tinawatk1ns@btinternet.com or drop them into the parish office.   
The next magazine will be for March 

and the copy deadline date is Sunday 21st February. 

Where to find …                        

Gail’s message 4-5 Christmas Tree Festival 12-13 

Giving for Growth 5 Thought for the Month 14-15 

Jen’s pages 6-8 Mothers’ Union 16-17 

Looking After Ash Green 10 From the Registers 20 

Nature Notes 11 Tribute to Fred Finlay 20-22 

St Giles’ Magazine was first published in April 1898 and is now in its 123rd year.  

Welcome to your February Magazine … 
 
… and Lockdown Take Three!  I hope you’re coping with yet more 
ongoing restrictions but taking encouragement from the fact that the 
vaccines are being rolled out at a good pace.  We at St Giles are trying 
to keep in contact with as many of our parishioners as possible but do 
let us know if you, or someone you’re in touch with, would like us to 
contact them. 

Over Christmas many people laid wreaths on the 
graves of their loved ones buried in the main 
churchyard and in the Meadow.  We would really 
appreciate it if these could be removed by the end of 
February so that the task of tidying up before mowing 
starts in the spring isn’t quite such hard work for our 
volunteers!  Thanks in advance! 

 
  

                     Tina Watkins 
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With love from the Vicar . . .  
 
Thinking back to Lockdown #1 back in March 2020, 
many of us would never quite have imagined that 
we’d be facing a Lockdown #3 on entry to 2021!  
What a long haul this is proving to be with still 
some distance to travel before the development 
and roll out of the vaccines we’re all so thankful for 
takes its full effect.  Until then, we just have to 
hang on in there, knowing that all the precautions 
we are taking will prove worth it in the end and doing all that we can to keep 
each other safe and ease the pressure on our amazing health and care services.  
Our decision at St Giles to move to online worship only for the time being is a 
small contribution to that overall community effort.  We so miss being able to 
welcome people to our buildings, but we’re thankful for both familiar and new 
faces we’ve been able to connect with through our online and Zoom services.  
This has been a real area of growth for us.  We’re very conscious too of those 
who sadly don’t have internet access and hope the mailings we have been 
sending out are of some help in enabling people to feel connected.  Please 
don’t hesitate to be in touch if you would like more contact from us. 
 
I wonder what your best coping strategies have been so far?  I’ve found mine 
have changed in each lockdown.  This time round, revisiting old favourite films 
has proved to be a good lifeline.  I found myself working through all the Peter 
Jackson ‘Lord of the Rings’ and ‘The Hobbit’ films.  These unlocked all sorts of 
memories for me – watching the films with friends in Thailand, visiting New 
Zealand in 2003 and seeing many of the sites where the film scenes were shot.  
That unlocking of memories held in storage has brought moments of light when 
so much seems closed down to us.  Then of course the stories themselves, first 
emerging from J. R. R Tolkien’s books, speak so powerfully of endurance, 
perseverance, grit and determination in the face of seemingly impossible 
chances of success.  The characters are often separated, fighting battles on a 
number of fronts, but the way in which they each faithfully play their own part 
influences so many different outcomes and, in the end, light and hope 
overcome.  I particularly appreciated one of Gandalf’s quotes this time round: 
 
‘Some believe it is only great power that can hold evil in check, but that is not 
what I have found.  It is the small everyday deeds of ordinary folk that keep the 
darkness at bay, small acts of kindness and love.’ 
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Those small acts of kindness and love will certainly make all the difference for 
us again in Lockdown #3 and beyond!  And, as a friend reminded me through a 
video she sent, let’s remember all the things that are certainly not in lockdown 
at the moment – kindness, hopes and dreams, imagination, learning, creativity, 
hobbies, conversation, friendship, family time, fresh air, prayers, sunsets and 
sunrises – of which there have been some really beautiful ones over Exhall just 
recently! 
 

With every blessing and prayers that you  
and your loved ones stay safe and well. 

 

With love, Gail 

Share the Challenge! 
 

To sustain and grow our ministry to the local community, 
particularly amongst children and families, St Giles needs to 

increase its income by almost £500 per week! 
 
 
Could you be part of our Giving 
for Growth campaign by joining 

as a regular giver?   
Any amount, large or small, 

makes a real difference. 
 

 
For information about setting up or increasing a regular gift, 

please contact our Treasurer Stephen Carter  
on 024 7631 2831 or by email stevecarter@fastmail.net. 

 Donations can also be made through our website 
www.stgileschurchexhall.info. 
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 Hello everyone and Happy New Year! Or maybe I 
should say Hopeful New Year? So far, I have found 
Lockdown 3 to be a particularly tough one. I’ve 
found that it’s affecting me in ways I didn’t ever 
think it would. This is hard! How are you doing? 
Whether you are a key worker working on the front 
lines, working from home, home schooling or 
staying home and safe as much as possible, we are praying for you and we are 
focusing on the hope that is all around us. Now is the time for self-care and 
positivity.  
   Did you create a rainbow during the first lockdown last year? We are excited 
to be taking part in ‘Show You Care’ initiated by Warwickshire County Council 
(see next page for more information). They would like people to create (or 
download!) hearts and decorate their houses with them, to show the people 
that we miss that we are thinking of them! You can even write the names of 
people that you are thinking of in the hearts. We would absolutely love for you 
to join with us in doing this. You can be as simple or as creative as you like. 

Please spread the word! 
   I just wanted to send out another enormous 
thank you for the incredible angels that were 
created and the money that was donated towards 
our Angel Bombing on the last day of the term 
before Christmas. The angels were found by 
hundreds of people across Bulkington, Bedworth 
and Exhall and we received some fantastic 
comments! We definitely managed to spread 
some light and joy into the strange time before 
Christmas. Every care home resident in our parish 

also received an angel, and again they were treasured! So, thank you again! 
Keep your eyes peeled for the plan for Christmas 2021!!  
   Before Christmas we were thrilled to be able to hold our Happy Hearts and 
Minds Family Service. We 
welcomed 19 children and 
adults, safely into our Main 
Hall and had a ball looking at 
the Christmas Story and 
celebrating together. Here’s a 
little look at the nativity that 

Jen’s Page 
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we all created together! At the moment we are unsure when we will be able to 
hold our next Happy Hearts and Minds, but we will let you 
know as soon as we know. 
   We were absolutely blown away by the gifts and food for 
hampers that were donated before Christmas as well, 
including from our local One Stop shop (right). We were able 
to bless 15 households with wonderfully generous hampers 
and lightened the load a little for these families during a 
particularly stressful Christmas. As a church we also 
provided gifts for 30 children whose families were finding 
things difficult this year. We really can’t thank you enough 
for your donations!  

    
 
 

Before Christmas we were really thrilled to be able to have Wheelwright Lane 
School into church for their Nativity performance too, which was a tiny slice of 
normality for us all! However, we missed all of our other school friends. We are 
praying that they will be able to join us in 2021. 
   I hope you were all able to have a watch of our ‘Wild Nativity’ as well! It was 
very special to be able to bring the children together and we hope it brought 
you some joy if you had the chance to see it. 
   Thank you as well to those that were able to donate shoeboxes this year. We 
had some fantastic donations from Wheelwright Lane School and Cedars 
School, Exhall as well—over 70 in total! 
   On Christmas Eve we held our online Christingle Service and, although we 

missed seeing a church full of excited children (and adults!), 
we were delighted to have over 500 views of the service on 
Facebook Live.  Here’s young Arthur proudly holding his 
completed Christingle in the comfort of his living room! 
   So, at the moment we find ourselves back to virtual reality. 
We will be continuing with our Family Church at Home 
resource sheets and virtual Playgroup, but we are feeling 
hopeful! We are excited that spring is coming, the light is 
still there and we will be together in person again at some 
point in the not too distant future.  
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   Nicola from Bedworth Parish Churches and I are creating something called the 
‘Breaktime Boogie’ for schools at the moment, to go out to all the primary 
schools in Exhall, Bedworth and Bulkington. It is a five minute session, looking at 
a thought for the week, a prayer and then a song to have a good dance to. 
   Finally, I thought I would share some top tips for this lockdown that I am 
trying to follow myself at the moment! 
Keep an active routine – keep moving and try to stay busy. Even when we don’t 
feel like it. 
Do something good for yourself! If you can, treat yourself. Special bath bomb? 
A movie? Something for your hobby? A video call with friends? We need to take 
extra care of our happiness at the moment! 
Escape. This might be physically for a walk or for a run, or this might be in 
terms of reading a new book or gaming! 
Let go of what we can’t do. It’s ok if we can’t do anything and it’s ok to be a bit 
sad! 
Pray. Take all of those stresses, all of those strains and hand them to God! 
We are hoping and praying that you stay safe, healthy and happy. If you need 
anything, please get in touch! 

See you soon, Jen 

Connecting with other people has never been more important for our wellbeing.  
During lockdown, when we can’t physically be with our friends and neighbours, 
we have all had to look for new ways to show our loved ones and the 
community around us that we care. 
 

Join our Show You Care campaign 
 

We are encouraging our residents to display a picture of a heart in their window 
or share it on social media as a way to show that they are thinking of others in 
the pandemic. 

 

Displaying or sharing a heart can mean many things, but could include: 

 I care about our key workers 
 I care about my neighbours 

 I care about my grandparents who I haven’t been able to see 

 I care about missing my school friends and teachers 
 

How can you get involved? 
 

 Take photos of your creations and share them on social media using #WarwickshireHearts 
 Tag Warwickshire County Council, Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service or Warwickshire Libraries in 

your photos on social media so we can share them with the community 
 Tell us who you’re thinking about at the moment so you can show them that you care 

 Don’t forget to display your finished heart creations in your 
windows for your neighbours to see 

 Have a walk around your neighbourhood and see how many 
hearts you can spot! 
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Taking Care of Ash Green 
Over recent months members of our community have been busy with activities 
such as litter picking, clearing areas of the brook and placing hedgehog habitats, 
all of which help towards making Ash Green and the surrounding area a great 
place to live.  Some are also intending to erect bird houses and one local resident 
has demonstrated how to make bug hotels using recycled household materials.  
It was quite an eye opener to see what can be created from a bean tin or a milk 

bottle carton!   
Friends in the area have been 
very busy making little creations 
such as hedgehog habitats and 
bug hotels at home.  Check out 
the fabulous bug hotels in the 

making by Erin and Hayden (above).   
   With the Vicar’s permission, a hedgehog habitat has been placed in the church 
yard and Gail was very pleased to receive one for her garden.  Hopefully, some 
welcome wildlife will enjoy their new home! 
   Children in the Ash Green area set to and produced some brilliant pictures to 
demonstrate the wildlife in and around our community as part of a competition 
to involve our younger residents.  Here is the winner (anonymous) and the three 
runners-up Abbie, Erin and Hayden. All received prizes for their wonderful 
efforts!   

 
Their pictures, along with all the entries, will be laminated and showcased on the 
Ash Green noticeboard over the course of the next few weeks.     
   Here is a heart-warming story.  On New Year’s Day some local residents helped 
to rescue a frozen swan trapped in the ice on Longford Canal.  Thankfully he’s 
now responsive & eating well. 
   We all know about the issues our planet is facing around global warming, 
disposal of plastics, etc.  and all this activity – a lot of it done quietly and without 
recognition – shows how people pulling together can improve their local 
environment and keep our world beautiful and healthy for generations to come.  
Long may it continue and let’s hope many more people will get involved and do 
their bit! 
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Nature Notes 
These nature notes are dedicated to the memory of the late  

Mr Norman Edmonds, Local Historian, Naturalist and well respected Ash Green 
School Master.  Mr Edmonds wrote a page in the Church Magazine for               

30 years, and I humbly try to follow in his footsteps.  

Hope you are coping with the strange beginning to 2021.  The birds and 
animals don’t realise what’s going on – only perhaps more people have taken 
to feeding them. 
   The local bird count for my Ash Green garden for January is 30 species, 
including both green and greater spotted woodpeckers, pied wagtail, 
sparrowhawk, tawny owl, pheasant and nuthatch.  I was amazed to see the 
nuthatch with a nut in his beak trying to find a crevice in the lime mortar of my 
house  to hide his nut, but he flew off before finding the right place.    The 
foxes must be hungry , one of them came to the back door at 11 o’clock in the 
morning in the hope of some extra food. 
   The moles have been busy in the orchard, I counted nine mole hills the other 
day.  If the mole hills are in a straight line then it’s the male mole digging,  but 
if they are in a zigzag then that’s the female.  These are a bit of both. 
   The bird count for the Nook numbers 34, including seven cormorants (the 

fishing must be good to feed all those) treecreeper (pictured 
left),  and some thirty plus jackdaws all perched in the same 
tree  - they were obviously having a bird meeting. 
There are over 40 mallard on the water; although most 
mallards are resident here, some come from the continent 
for our milder winters, the male mallard being very striking 
with its colourful tail feathers.  In the 1950/1960 the local 
teddy boys hair cut used to be called “a DA” - duck’s 
a***.    Do you remember that? 
   Just recently I heard on the news that bison have been 
released in a wild area of Kent –  they used to roam vast 
areas of the prairies in North America.  Just hope Kent is big 
enough. 
   Hope you managed to do the RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch 
this year.  We’ll print the records for local scores in the  

        March Magazine. 
 

Stella Bunting 
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Christmas Tree Festival
Our first ever Outdoor Christmas Tree 

Festival was a great hit and 
brightened things up a little during 

the middle of winter!  
Thanks to all who provided trees and 
to those who let us know how much 
they enjoyed them as they walked 

through the churchyard.
In case you were unable to visit          

(or just want another look), here are 
some pictures!

This page anticlockwise 
from top:  
Over 50s Group 
Looking After Ash Green 
Richardson Family 
Ash Green Residents’ 
    Association 
Toddler Group 

St Giles Churchwardens

Wheelwright Lane School
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Christmas Tree Festival 
Our first ever Outdoor Christmas Tree 

Festival was a great hit and 
brightened things up a little during 

the middle of winter!   
Thanks to all who provided trees and 
to those who let us know how much 
they enjoyed them as they walked 

through the churchyard. 
In case you were unable to visit          

(or just want another look), here are 
some pictures! 

St Giles Churchwardens’ Team 

This page clockwise 
from top:  
Mothers’ Union 
Choir & Bellringers 
Multicultural Group 
Warwickshire Police 
Wheelwright Lane 
School 
 

Wheelwright Lane School 
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Thought for the Month 

What the world needs now is love, sweet love.                                                                                
It’s the only thing that there’s just too little of.                                                                                                        
What the world needs now is love, sweet love                                                                                 

No not just for some but for everyone. 
 
These lyrics from the Hal David, Burt Bacharach song came to me the other day. 
As we journey through this third lockdown it struck me that that’s just what’s 
needed. We have limitless love from God and it is vital to our mission that we 
pass this love on. Not just to our brothers and sisters but to everyone.  As 
Christians we are called to be light and salt in a world that is dark and has lost 
its flavour. 

   In Matthew chapter 25 v 40 we come across this very telling line.                                                            
“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these  

brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” 
 

Did what? And when? You ask. 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,  
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,  

I was a stranger and you invited me in,  
I needed clothes and you clothed me,  
I was sick and you looked after me,  

I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 
 
This is just what we are called to do and this time of pandemic has really 
brought it home to us. The Food Bank collections, the Christmas Hampers and 
the Christmas presents are just a few examples of what can be done. And whilst 
we have been unable to visit the housebound, the team of volunteer telephone 
callers have enabled them to stay in touch. In all these and other ways the love 
of God has been shown in our community. I have found a little story which 
illustrates just what the power of love can do. 
   When it was decided to build a bridge across the River Hudson in New York, 
divers were sent down to explore the bed of the river. They discovered the 
wreck of a great sailing ship half buried in the mud at a point where the 
engineers intended to sink one of the main piers; the wreck had to be moved. 
Tugs were summoned to the scene and attached steel ropes securely to the 
wreck. But to no avail, the wreck would not move. 
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Eventually someone had an idea. At this point the River Hudson is tidal, the sea 
level rises and falls twice every twenty four hours. And so, at low tide a number 
of large barges were towed out until they were floating above the wreck and 
were made fast to the steel ropes.  
   Everyone waited. Gradually the barges began to rise on the incoming tide. 
Slowly and surely the old wreck was dragged out of its muddy grave and 
eventually it was taken away. Nothing could resist the power of the rising water 

which had the whole might of 
the Atlantic Ocean behind it. 
   So it is with the love of God. 
Just like the tide it rises 
slowly and surely and nothing 
will be able to resist its power 
or conquer it. So take heart, 
each one of us has a part to 
play in taking this love to all 
in our community. As surely 
as the days will get longer 

this love will enable us to come through these uncertain times. 
God Bless                                                                                                                    

John 

Hall Heaters – Great News and Warm Thanks! 
 

In the last magazine we appealed for donations towards the cost of 
replacing four broken heaters in the St Giles Main Hall. The total cost 
was just over £980.  We’re absolutely thrilled to have received £680 in 
donations so far with another £200 promised!  This goes such a long way 
to meeting the overall cost.  Huge thanks to all who contributed, 
including some of the groups who regularly use the hall, even when 
sadly they’re not able to meet there at the moment – that’s amazing!  
The new heaters are already in place and ready for use thanks to some 
wonderful volunteer fitters. 
   If you’d still like to contribute, donations can be posted through to The 
Vicarage, 36 St Giles Rd or to our Treasurer, Stephen Carter at 33 Manse 
Close.  Cheques should be made payable to St Giles Church Exhall PCC or 
for bank transfer, contact Stephen on 024 76312831. 
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As I write this it is rather a grey day with rain and winds, yesterday I walked 
around Ash Green, although it was cold it was dry and I found daffodils and 
snowdrops coming into flower in the Garden of Rest, and along Church Lane a 
tree with some catkins, a welcome sight and a sure sign that we can expect 
spring in a few weeks’ time. 
   As with other organisations Mother’s Union members have not been able to 
meet for almost 12 months, however we are still an active organisation and at 
the beginning of January some of our committee attended a zoom meeting for 
Branch Leaders and Treasurers. This was a great opportunity to catch up with 
other members and to look to the future. 
   2021 is Election year and our Diocesan President and some Trustees will 
come to the end of six years in office. We are looking for nominations and 
election will take place during the summer. 
   Mary Sumner Day This year August 9th is the 100th Anniversary of the death 
of Mary Sumner and we will be receiving some resources to help us mark this 
occasion. 
   Current circumstances do not allow us to organise a programme for the 
coming year, however we will endeavour to keep in touch with our members 
and keep them up to date. 
The Theme for 2021 is Rebuilding Hope and Confidence. 
We recognise that the effects of this pandemic will continue to be felt across 
the world throughout 2021. As people seek to come to terms with loss of all 
kinds, from bereavement to loss of livelihood, relationships, wellbeing and 
other challenges, our work of rebuilding hope and confidence will be vital, 
therefore it seems appropriate to develop our 2020 theme for this year to 
encompass Rebuilding Hope and Confidence. 
 Mothers’ Union has just launched its 5 C’s Resources, based on: Compassion, 
Creativity, Continuity, Care, and Control. Lots of ideas here, including 
downloadable cards to give/post to friends and family, to let them know that 
you are thinking of them. We will provide more information on this in the 
coming months. 
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   We have a new publication from MU Headquarters to look forward to. 
“Connected” is a twice-yearly membership magazine, coming out Spring 2021. 
The new magazine will bring an exciting mix of content from across the whole 
movement. It will contain regular updates about Mothers' Union projects 
across the globe, and the difference they make to people's lives. As well as the 
latest news from fellow members, we will be encouraging our readers to look at 
the impact of what we do from fresh angles. 
   Resources and further information can be found on MU Website 
www.themothersunion.org Or for more local information there is the Coventry 
Website www.coventrymothersunion.org. 
 

A prayer from our WorldWide President Sheran Harper 
We will walk in hope and confidence, trusting each other, loving each other—

and together we will rebuild the hope and confidence of families and 
communities everywhere—always reaching forward as God’s  

hands and feet and reflecting a life filled with purpose and meaning,  
grace and love, peace and joy.  

 

Prayer Diary for February 2021 
1st-2nd Candlemas, the completion of 40 days since the birth of Jesus; Let us 

thank God for sending his Son to dwell amongst us. 

3rd-6th We pray for children and students as they continue home schooling 

and online learning.  Thank you that more children have access through the 

donation of iPads or laptops and pray for parent juggling work and home 

school, and who are suffering anxiety through insecure jobs and/or struggling to 

bring food to their tables.  We ask that food parcels will be nutritious and 

healthy. 

7th-14th National Marriage Week.  Give thanks for marriage and family life.  

Bless the Mothers’ Union as it seeks to share God’s love through the 

encouragement, strengthening and support of marriage and family life.  Pray 

for those preparing for their wedding and those who have had to cancel or 

postpone their special day due to Covid restrictions, be with them as their plans 

have to wait. 

15th-20th In this week leading up to the first Sunday in Lent, we pray for our 

time during Lent to be a time of reflection, repentance, prayer, self-denial and 

by reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word. 

22nd-28th The first week of Lent. Empowered by your spirit, Lord, may we be 

united in prayer and worship and in love and service reach out as your hands 

across the world.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

http://www.themothersunion.org
http://www.coventrymothersunion.org
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Advertising in St Giles’ Parish Magazine is not expensive!  
A small advert costs only £100 (¼ page),  

£200 (1/2 page) or  £400 (full page)  
per calendar year (10 issues), or just £10, £20 or £40 per month.  

We print and sell 300 copies of each issue.  
More info:   Tina Watkins on 76645278/07905 297713  

or tinawatk1ns@btinternet.com 

                    We are a positive, friendly, recreational 
dance school with a relaxed approach to 
classes. It is our promise to treat every child 

how we would want our own children to be 
treated, nurturing them, building their confidence and helping them to make friends in 
a social, fun environment while celebrating their success and achievements. 

  We currently have vacancies at St Giles Church Hall  
and Exhall Old School Community Centre. 

   For further information please contact www.leiversdance.co.uk, contact us on 
07929371749 or find us on Facebook by searching for Leivers Dance School. 

J E Hackett and Sons 
Independent family run funeral home 

established in 1922 by their 

Grandfather John Edward Hackett 
 

Let our Family Care for Yours 
 

Benefits of a Pre Paid Funeral Plan 
 

 Peace of mind for you and those you care about 

 Each plan is tailored to your own personal  

requirements 

 Your loved ones are spared much of the stress and worry 

 Allows you to put funds aside to cover the cost of a funeral at today’s 

prices 
 

 

93 Leicester Rd, Bedworth, CV12 8AH        024 76 313326 

Longford Bridge, Coventry, CV6 6BH         024 76 367149 
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Collyhurst Private  

Residential Care Home 
Have vacancies 

24 hour care with dignity. 
Linked to social service guidelines. 

Long term stays from £400 / Day care from £30 
024 7631 9092   www.collyhurst.info 

Skamps Pre-school Day Nursery offers full day care for babies from 6 
weeks to school age at St Andrews House, Smorrall Lane, Bedworth CV12 0JP 
 

 FREE 30 and 15 hour funding available 

 Restricted opening hours due to Coronavirus 8 am to 4 pm 
but earlier or later times are available subject to demand 

 Emergency cover and School Holiday cover available 

 Covid-19 safe premises—see Facebook and Website 
 

Please contact Gaynor 07714 326706 e-mail: g.powell7@ntlworld.com  
www.skampspreschooldaynursery.com  or find us on Facebook 

 

 

Parent & Toddler Group 
    Calling all babies and toddlers! And their parents, 

grandparents and carers! Come and play for a hour and a 
half in lots of space, with our varied range of toys and      

activities, singing, snack time and just a place to hang out, 
relax and talk for a while.  

Every Thursday during term time in  
St Giles’ main Church Hall, 9.30-11am.  

Mob: 07902 132453 email: kierangas@yahoo.co.uk 

 

mailto:g.powell7@ntlworld.com
http://www.skampspreschooldaynursery.com
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From the Registers 
 

Funerals    In the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear     
                      no evil, for you are with me. (Psalm 23 verse 4) 
 
Della Curran, passed away on 9th December aged 94 years 
Fred Finlay, passed away on 10th December aged 89 years 
Baby Wyatt Clarke-Stevens, passed away on 19th December aged 30 weeks 
Jean Bates, passed away on 28th December aged 80 years 
William Simpson, passed away on 31st December aged 82 years 

Tribute to Frederick William McIlhenny Finlay—’Fred’  
17 October 1931—10th December 2020 
 
 

Fred was born in Larne, County Antrim, one of five siblings.  Sammy, the firstborn, sadly 
died in infancy.  Joe was then the eldest, followed by Freddie, then Isobel and Kathleen 
with whom Fred had a particularly close bond right up until both fell ill with 
Alzheimer’s. 

This month … 
 

16th February—Shrove Tuesday 
The tradition of pancakes on the day before the start of 
Lent began well over a thousand years ago, when it was 
the last chance to enjoy meat, fat and other tasty dishes 

until Easter Day.  The food in the larder wouldn’t keep 
for six weeks so it had to be eaten! 

17th February—Ash Wednesday 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday.  In the Old Testament, the 
Israelites often sinned.  When they finally came to their 
senses, and saw their evil ways as God saw them, they could 
do nothing but repent in sorrow.  As part of this repentance, 

they covered their heads with ashes.  For the Israelites, putting ashes on your head, and 
even rending your clothes, was an outward sign of their heartfelt repentance and 
acknowledgement of sin. 
   In the very early Christian Church, the yearly ‘class’ of penitents had ashes sprinkled 
over them at the beginning of Lent.  They were turning to God for the first time and 
mourning their sins.  But soon many other Christians wanted to take part in the custom, 
and to do so at the very start of Lent.  They heeded Joel’s call to ‘rend your hearts and 
not your garments’ (Joel 2:12-19.  Ash Wednesday became known as either ‘the 
beginning of the fast’ or ‘the day of the ashes’. 

Parish Pump 
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   Fred’s Mum sadly passed away when he was a very young child.  His Dad, a Painter 
and Decorator by trade, made the difficult decision to move all the way to Coventry 
where work prospects were better.  Fred and his siblings remained in Northern Ireland 
in the care of his Granny Finlay. Fred remembered how hard it was for his Granny. All 
the children had their chores to do and Granny was handy with her stick at times too! 
   Fred was bright academically.  He had a particular flair for maths and was offered a 
place at Grammar School but chose instead to go to technical college, believing it would 
be better to learn a trade and not particularly liking the look of the Grammar school 
uniform!  He completed an apprenticeship in his Uncles’ firm of Painters and 
Decorators, becoming a professional Painter, Decorator, Signwriter and Coach Painter. 
   At the age of 19 Fred moved to England and joined his Dad in the family painting and 
decorating business.  By then, Fred’s Dad had remarried and had two further sons, 
Derek and Donald from this second marriage and so Fred’s family increased. 
   Fred was always very energetic man and his sporting interests included judo, football, 
running and cycling.  In his youth, he was also an amateur boxer.  Along with, ‘Strong 
hugs’, ‘Bristley-Kisses’ and ‘So-Smiley’, as word pictures Fred’s grandchildren will 
remember him by, a further one is ‘Wobbling Dentures’, because in his amateur boxing 
days one boxing bout loosened his teeth considerably.  The choice was a liquid diet or 
having his teeth removed; Fred chose the latter, little knowing it would later lead to 
such a term of endearment and squeals of surprise as said dentures were wobbled! 
   A few years after moving to Coventry, Fred met the love of his life Wilma at the 
Locarno Dance Hall in Coventry.  Fred loved to dance and, one night, a friend appealed 
for his help to approach a girl, Joan, who was with her friend Wilma, to ask them to 
dance.  Fred made it clear that he would only do this if he could ‘dance with the little 
un’ – Wilma of course, and thus began a beautiful romance.  Indeed, Fred virtually 
proposed to Wilma that very same night.  When he went home that night, he told his 
Dad he had found the girl he wanted to marry.  He proposed in Wheelwright Lane and 
made it clear to Wilma that the best Christmas or birthday present she could ever give 
him would be to say ‘Yes’.  He was indeed a true romantic and he had a simple taste in 
gifts – all he would ever want was ‘a kiss and a cuddle’.  
   Fred and Wilma’s courtship included a lot of walking and cycling, often on youth 
hosteling trips. The young sweethearts were known to cycle sometimes a hundred 
miles in a day! 
   Fred and Wilma were married  at St Giles Church on 18th May 1959.  They were 
surrounded by family and friends including ‘The Gang’ – Anne and Brian, Margaret and 
Henry and Jean and Kit.  Wilma’s bridesmaid was her best friend Joan who, with her 
husband Harold, formed part of this long-standing friendship group which stuck 
together through thick and thin.   The newly-weds honeymooned in Teignmouth and 
this was the launch of a very long and happy marriage.   
   After renting a flat in Longford for a short time, Fred and Wilma moved to 97 Vicarage 
Lane which became their loving, stable family home for nearly 60 years, a home filled 
with joy, laughter, singing, rowdiness, music and friends. 
   Fred and Wilma tragically lost twin boys on  31st March 1961.  Happily, the following 
year Kath was born on 16th May and then came Joy on 12th January 1965.  Fred and 



22 

 Wilma were then blessed with a surprise, with Val arriving on 12th March 1971.  As time 
went on, Fred and Wilma welcomed their future sons in law into the family – Tim, 
Adrian and Julian.  Fred genuinely knew that these three men would be up to the task 
of marrying the ‘precious treasures’ he always referred to his girls as and he was right.  
  Fred then had the added joy of becoming a loving Grandad – Joe, Vincent, David, 
Georgia, Justin and Daniel.  Loving, warm, principled, caring, selfless, loyal and kind, are 
just a few of the words they use to describe their Grandad.  Both Fred and Wilma were 
immensely proud of all their achievements, giving them every support.  They found him 
to be an excellent role model who also had a fine sense of humour.  During pretend 
boxing matches with them, one of his favourite jokes was, ‘did you know I used to be a 
boxer, I used to box tomatoes!’ 
   Devoted to his family as he was, Fred always found time for other interests and to 
help other people whenever he could, including taking on voluntary decorating jobs 
well into his eighties.  He and Wilma were very active members of St Giles Church, 
making it part of their foundation for family life.  With his love for singing, Fred joined 
the church choir. He often attended three services on a Sunday and particularly enjoyed 
the 8 o’clock service.  He would often give Bible readings or lead prayers and help in 
countless other practical ways.  Church fayres would include the opportunity to sample 
some of Fred’s potent homemade wine,  said by some to be better than champagne! 
   Fred worked tirelessly for the Royal British Legion – the Ash Green branch and at 
County level.  He was their Sports and Social Secretary, and the Benevolent Secretary, 
helping ex-service people through difficult times.  He devoted much time and energy 
each year to the Poppy Appeal, and would always march in the Remembrance Parade 
and lay a wreath.  Fred was awarded the Royal British Legion gold pin badge in 
recognition of his decades of voluntary work for this vital cause.  He also supported the 
7th Para Light Infantry Brigade for a number of years, arranging their annual reunion 
evenings and laying a wreath for them. 
   Fred relished nothing more than a family get together, a shindig around any kind of 
family occasion and, of course, there had to be cake!  Fred and Wilma’s Ruby and 
Golden wedding anniversary parties at the Ansty Hall, aka ‘the Nasty Fall’ due to some 
stumbles on the steps, were particular highlights, as was their Diamond anniversary in 
2019 when all the family gathered in Leicestershire for a party. 
   As Fred’s health sadly declined, he and Wilma moved to Chamberlain Court in 2018.  
It was a place where they both felt happy and content.  They had a private lounge 
containing furniture, pictures and photos from Vicarage Lane and were able to receive 
Holy Communion regularly through visits from Hilary Cryer from St Giles.  Fred loved his 
bird table and blackbird song accompanied him throughout the night before he died. 
   Fred’s family are so very grateful for the highest levels of care and the love which the 
team at Chamberlain Court have shown, not only to Fred and Wilma, but also to their 
daughters, particularly through the difficult and at times heart breaking restrictions 
Covid 19 has sadly brought with it.  After a final brave boxing bout with Covid, Fred 
passed away peacefully on 10th December.  He was surrounded by his beloved wife and 
daughters, who talked with him and sang for him throughout his final days and hours. 
   Fred was known to say, ‘you’ve left something behind . . . happy memories’ and of 
course he himself has left for his family so many happy memories to cherish. 
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Ministry & Admin 
 

  Vicar        Gail Phillip    024 7664 5030 
              07869 395980 
  Wardens      Neva Khan   07496 859598 
         Denise Crampsie  07952 267685 
  Readers      John Owen   7636 6111 
         Hilary Cryer   7673 8900 
         Chris Wilson   07717 523512 
  Administrator/Rotas   Penny Pallett   7636 8008 
  Bereavement  Drop-In   Sue Barnes   07946 051122 
  Children’s & Families’ Worker Jen Watson   07866 615873 
  Electoral Roll     Beryl Owen   7636 6111 
  Halls Bookings    Tina Watkins   7664 5278 
  Parish Magazine    Tina Watkins   7664 5278 
  Pastoral Care     Viv Hopkins   7664 5161 
  PCC Secretary    Carol Gough   7631 8219 
  PCC Treasurer & Gift Aid  Stephen Carter  7631 2831 
  Safeguarding     Muriel Ganley  07988 477659 
  Website      Gail Phillip   024 7664 5030  
              07869 395980 

       Church & Worship 
  Bell Ringing     Viv Hopkins   7664 5161 
  Brasses, Care Home Services Chrissie Hughes  7631 5468 
  Choir/Organists    Henry Wagstaff  7633 2660 
         Kathryn Unsworth 7667 3325 
  11.30 Worship Band   Roy Edwards   7664 4916  
  Flowers in Church    Irene Prideaux  7636 1321 
  Prayer Chain     Chris Wilson    07717 523512 
  Verger      Mandy Williams  7633 7188 
   

Young People, Nurture & Discipleship 
  Home Groups & Emmaus  Gail Phillip   024 7664 5030 
              07869 395980 
  Thursday Toddler Group  Jen Watson   07866 615873 
 

Other Groups & Activities 
    
  Church Band     Eric Gray     
  Cross Stitch     Ann Crutchlow  7631 3845 
  Drama Club     Tina Watkins   7664 5278 
  Food Bank     Alan Marshall  07809 203178 
  Hospice Coffee Morning  Chrissie Hughes  7631 5468  
  Mothers' Union     Mandy Williams   7633 7188 
  Over 50's Club    Marion Biddle  7673 8883 
  Green Genies     Robert & Jackie West 7636 2168 
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Thanks to Robert and 
Jackie West, Hilary Cryer 

and Rev Gail for these 
lovely pictures of signs that 

spring is on its way! 


